
NAVIGATOR RUDDER SYsTEM

BY GLOBAL OUTFEFPERS

K ayakruddersarealmost alwaysretractable:They’ll
extend well below the hull when you are in
deepwater,andwhenyoucomeashore,youcanget

thebladeout of theway so it won’t gethung up on the
bottom.

Themostcommonform of retractablerudderis theover-
the-sterntype. The bladepivots 270’ from its vertical de-
ployedposition to ahorizontal retractedpositionon theaft
deck.TheNavigatorRudderSystemfrom GlobalOutfitters
hasmadeacompletedeparturefromthatdesign.It getsfrom
vertical to horizontaltheshort way, by pivoting only 90’.
Whenyou pull on theretractingline, thebladeslideswithin
apivoting sleeveandcomeshead-firstonto thestern.

GlobalOutfitters’ designprovidesacoupleof significant
advantages.Therudderis self-centeringasit retracts.Aslong
astheretractionline is anchoredalongthekayak’scenterline,
therudderwill cometo restproperlylinedupontheaftdeck.
With anover-the-sternrudder,youhaveto takeyourbestshot
atsettingtherudderpedalsevenwhenyouretracttherudder
andhopethatyougettherudderbladeto landin theV-block
on thedeck. If you don’t, the rudderwill cometo restoff
center,andyour rudderpedalswill not be evenwith each
other.I’m fairly flexible,butin adrysuitandaPFD,Icanturn
only sofarto seewheretherudderis linedup.If I cangetthe
rudderin theV-block, I countmyselflucky. Moreoftenthan
not, I haveto make a secondattemptto stow therudder
properly.

The Navigatorruddernot only finds its wayhomeauto-
matically,it alsocomesaboardgracefully.It almostslithersup
on deck.Theover-the-sterntypeoftencomesdownhard.It
takessomeeffort to swingtheweightof thebladeout of the
water,andif thebladegoesbeyondverticalbeforeyoueaseoff
on thedeploymentline, thebladecomesdownlike akarate
choponthedeck.

WhatI like bestabouttheNavigatorrudderis how well it
workswhenit is notneeded.It takesits leavefromthewater
with graceanddecorum.That’snot to sayit doesn’tperform
well whendeployed.It functionsjustaswellasotherrudders:

It extendsfarenoughbelowthehull to reachpasttheturbulent
wateraroundthehull, andit kicksup anddropsbackasthe
kayakpassesoverobstructions.

Whentherudderis retracted,therearedeckfittings available
to lock the rudderand,to somedegree,the rudderpedalsin
place.(The stiffnessof therudderpedalsis afunction of the
cablesand thetype of rudder pedals,not of the rudder.) A
bungeecordpulls the rudderbladeaft whenyou releasethe
retractionline.After thebungeecordhasdoneitsjob,theweight
oftheoutboardendoftheblademakesit pivotanddropinto the
water. Thebungeeis knotted at oneendandheldby aplastic
crimpthat joins it to thedeploymentline on theother.If the
bungeecordneedsto bereplaced,thecrimpcanbereusedorthe
bungeecordandtheretractionlinecanberunthroughthehole
in the top of the rudderbladeandjury-rigged with stopper
knots.

Thedeploymentlineendsin apinchtoggle.Runningthrough
thesametoggleis anothershorterline that is securedat both
endsonthedecknearthecockpit.Toraisetherudder,youpinch
thetoggleandpull it forward.Whenyou releasethetoggle,it
locksonthedeck-mountedline.Tolowertherudder,youpinch
thetoggleto let it slide aft.

TheNavigatorrudderis availablein anumberof configura-
tionsto fit thevariousstandardrudderfixtures. Installingthe
Navigatoris quitestraightforward.OntheversionI setup,the
pinwasfittedwith aflat-headmachinescrewandawasherfor
a stop. I’d ratherhavea round-headmachinescrew,a lock
washerandaflatwasher:Thatcombinationwould givemeless
concernaboutcomingapart.

I think theNavigatorrudderis aninterestingandusefulstep
in theongoingevolutionof kayakrudderdesign.Like alot of
gooddesigns,it is simpleandfunctionswithouttheuserhaving
to give it muchthought.

TheNavigatorRudderSystemis availablefrom GlobalOut-
fitters. Thebasicrudderunit is pricedat $125.

Global Outfitters, (617)834-5623,gokajak@aol.com,
www.gokajaksport.com

Insteadofpivoting270’ to stow itselfon deck,theNavigatorrudderslidesthrougha pivotingsleeve.
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