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KAYAK REVIEWS

Avalon Viviane by KajakSport

Lengthoverall
Beam
Volume
Cockpitsize
Cockpitcoamingheight
Forward
Aft

Height of seat
Weight
Centerof buoyancy*
‘With 250-lb. load

211/2
15.4 Cu. ft.

12¾’
8”
1’/2
58¼lbs.
46%

Speedvs.Resistance
Thesefigures arederivedfrom mathematicalmodels
basedonalimited numberoftowing testson flat water.

Kayakweight+ 250-lbpayload
Resistancein pounds,shownto hundredthsto dif-
ferentiatefiguresformerlyroundedto tenths.A fit
paddlercanmaintaina cruisingspeedat 3 pounds
of drag.Only a few canwork against5 poundsof
dragfor long distancea.SeeAugust‘98 page43 for
moredetails.

Calculatedby theKAPERprogramby JohnWinters
(Factoraddedfor softplastichullswhenapplicable):

2knots
3 knots
4 knots
4.5knots
5 knots
6 knots

0.96
2.01
3.53
4.80
7.19

13.38

CalculatedbyMatt BrozeusingTaylorStandardSeries:

2 knots
3 knots
4 knots
4.5 knots
5 knots
6knots

0.94
1.98
3.64
4.75
6.59

11.50

Hydrostatics

Paddlerweight
Cargoweight*

Wateglinelength
Waterlinebeam
Draft
Prismaticcoefficient
Blockcoefficient
Wettedsurfacein sq. ft.
Lbs./inchimmersion

150 lbs. 200lbs. 150 lbs. 200lbs.
none none 100 lbs. 100 lbs.

17’ 3.3”
20.7”
4.6”
0.48
0.29.
19.46
85.8

* Fixed“paddler”weighthasitscen-

ter of gravity located10” above the
lowestpartof theseatand10” forward

17’ 5.8”

21.1”
5.2”
0.49
0.30
21.39
91.1

17’ 7.9”
21.3”
5.8”
0.50
0.32
23.18
95.4

17’ 9.7”
21.5”
6.4”
0.50
0.33
24.85
99.9

oftheseatatback.The “cargo’s” center
of gravity coincideswith thekayak’s
approximatedcenterof gravity.

Calculatedby NautilusSystemTMcomputerprogram

Righting/HeelingMoments
(Fixed-weight)
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Thesameforcethatrightsakayakon
flatwatercontributesto itsrolling

motiononthefaceof awave.

90

Stability Curves

1. 150lb. paddler,no cargo
2.200 lb. paddler,no cargo
3. 150 lb. paddler,100lb. cargo
4. 200lb. paddler,100 lb. cargo

Calculatedby NautilusSystemTMcomputer
program

ReadingtheStabilityCurves

Thesteepertheslopeofthecurveasit rises
from 0’, the higherthe initial stability. Be-
yondthemaximumrightingmomentatthe
peakof the curve, the kayakentersan un-
stableregion of decreasingstability which
doeslittle to slowtherolling of thekayakto
thepoint of imminentcapsize.

Note:Raisingthecenterofgravity slightly
will decreasethestability of a kayakwhile
lowering itwill increaseit.
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Avalon Viviane DesignStatement

TheViviane is afasttouring kayakde-
signedfor advancedpaddlerswho de-
mandspeedandperformancein all con-
ditions. The brainchild of an accom-
plishedFinnishkayakdesignerandracer,
it hasenduredyearsof rigoroustesting
andcontinuousrefinementin theformi-
dableArctic seasoff Finland andNor-

Avalon Viviane Review

Reviewers:
KB 62”, 205-poundmale.Daytrips, 22-
mileoutingwith30poundsof gear.Winds
to 12 knots;wavesandwakesto 2’.
TE 61”, 200-poundmale.Day trips in
conditionsfromcalmtowindsof20miles
perhourandcrestingwavesto 21

/s’.
KW6’2”, 200-poundmale.Overnighttrip
with 70poundsofgear,windsto 15knots,
wind wavesto 3’.

All ofthereviewersliked thelook ofthe
Viviane’s “appealinglines andnice fin-
ish” (KB). Thehull-to-deckseamisglassed
insideandout.The Viviane is “well bal-
ancedforsolocarrying,althoughcarrying
any 19-foot kayakis awkward.The end
toggles arecomfortablefor two-person
carries,but they’re installedtoo far from
theendsof theboatto workwell asgrab
handlesfor aswimmingkayaker”(KB).

“The deckfittings werea bit spare:a
nylon grablinealongtheperimeteranda
few bungiesacrossthe foredeck” (TE).
“The shockcordbehindthe cockpitwas
too flimsy for asolid anchorfor apaddle
float,andtherewasn’tameansofsecurely
stowingasparepaddle.Fortunately,there
areplentyof low-profile deckfittings to
correctriggingdeficiencieswithout add-
inghardware”(KB).

“TheViviane’scockpitopeningis wide
and long, making entry and exit easy”
(KB). “The long, keyholecockpit works
well for theseat-then-legscowboyreen-
try. Inside,thereismorethanenoughroom
for size12 shoes”(TE).Accordingto KW,
“Theoversizedrim attherearofthecoam-
ing madeit so easyto attachmy spray
skirt. Therim providedaniceslopedsur-
facefor doinglaybackrolls.Anoutstand-
ingfeature.”Theunpaddedfiberglassseat
was“verycomfortableandallowedunen-
cumberedtorsorotation” (KB). “Theangle
oftheseatwasjustright forme,andmade
it possibleto sit in anuprightposition for
apowerfulstrokeandtrunkrotationwith-
outhavingto relyon thebackrestfor sup-
port” (TE).

“Thecontourofthecoatningprovideda
bit of grip just abovemy kneecaps,but
therewasn’tanycontourto keepmyknee
fromslippinginward.I didn’t comeloose

way. The Viviane hasapparentlyben-
efitedfromthedesigner’smasteryofaero-
dynamicsasahighlyqualifiedpilot.Even
in windy androughconditions,it glides
quickly andsmoothlythroughthewaves
almostasefficiently asa planepropels
throughtheatmosphere.TheVivianehas
hadmanyracingsuccesses,perhapsthe
mostnotablebeingthemarathonArctic
SeaKayakingRacein Norway.

while rolling, but I’d addsomefoamto
makeamore positive connection” (TE).
Thefootbraceshadpivotingfootrestsfor
usewith an optionalruddersystem(not
includedwith thetestkayak).Therubber
mountsletthepedals“taketheangleof the
feet,for comfort,without compromising
bracing”(TE). “Very comfortable.Iplanto
install theseon my ownboat” (KW). The
overallfitoftheVivianemaderollingeasy.

The skegcontrol is recessedin the
decknearthepaddler’sright hip, “close
at handandvisible with a downward
glance.The controlknob is attachedto
analuminumrodsliderthatgivesmore
positive control than cable that may
bucklewhenpushed.Gooddesign” (TE).

The Viviane’s primary stability was
ratedasmoderate(TE), medium(KW),
and“niceandloose,butnotuncomfort-
ably tippy” (KB). TE andKB thoughtthe
secondarystabilitywasmoderate:“easy
to edgetheboat,butIdidn’t feelthatthe
secondarystability wasa wall to lean
against” (TE). KW thoughtthesecond-
ary stability was “excellent.I felt com-
fortablewith theboatonedge.”

TheVivianeis notaneasyboatto turn:
“edgingtheboatwill helpcarveaturn,
buttheturning is slow. I hadto work it
around” (TE). “A difficult boat to turn
without aggressiveedging” (KB).

TB thoughttheViviane trackedwell,
evenwithout theskeg,andKB found
that,with a30-poundloadaboard,the
Viviane “tracked steadilythroughany
conditionsI encounteredwithout using
theskeg.”With thekayakunladen,KB
andKW hadtroubleholdingastraight
course,but “with the skeg deployed
slightly, theboattrackedfine” (KW).

In thewind,TB foundtheViviane “did
verywell goinginto thewind, andhelda
straight coursegoing acrossthe wind.”
With thewind and waveson thestem
quarter,hewasableto holdcourseoff the
windbydeployingtheskeg.Withaloadin
thekayak,KB notedthattheVivianehad
onlyaslightweathercockingthathecould
“easily compensatefor with acombina-
tion of edgingand paddlestrokes.The
tendencyof theunloadedboatto weather-
cockbecamestrongenoughto makethe
skeganimportantcourse-holdingdevice.
TheViviane’s unloadedhull andretract-

Although lightweight, theViviane is a
high-volumekayak,well equipped,and
capableof handlinglargerpaddlersand
expedition-sizedloadswith aplomb. It
trackssuperblyeitherloadedor empty,
with orwithout deployingthestandard
retractableskeg,and remainsremark-
ably maneuverableatall times.

Phil Wong
Global Outfitters, Distributor

ableskegarenicelymatched.AsIlowered
theskeg in small increments,the bow
tendedto fall off thewind in correspond-
ing increments.The hull held a steady
courseperpendicularto thewind when
theskegwasloweredhalfway,andadown-
wind coursewith theskegfully lowered.”

TheVivianeprovidesadryride:“Waves
in the1’ to 2’ rangewerenosedto theside
withoutmuchfuss.Thebowdidn’t pound
orthrowspray”(TB).

“Kayakers who havethe power will
find this a fastboat.During aone-hour
workout, I averagedover S knots. The
Vivianealsoworkedfine for covering22
nauticalmilesatafastcruisingpaceof4to
41/2knots”(KB). “It keptup goodspeedin
afollowing sea,making it easyto catch
frequentlong rides on wave sets” (TB).
“This kayakis fastenoughto catchwind
wavesandboatwakes.Thehull doesnot
broachparticularlyeasily,butit’s hardto
maneuveronthewaveface,so it’s impor-
tantto catchwavesata900angle”(KB).

TheViviane haslots of stowagespace,
andeasyloadingthroughthehatches.“I’d
haveno problempackingfor amonth-
longtrip” (KB). Thehatchesprovedwa-
tertightandwereeasyto getonandoff.
Thesmallhatchin thestern“hasafairly
loosefit and needssomethingextrato
keep it from getting knockedoff acci-
dentally, especiallyduring a reentry”
(TB). The fiberglassbulkheadsalso
provedwatertight.KB reportedthatthe
Viviane “handled better with the load
aboardthanit didunloaded.”

KW appreciatedthelong cockpitand
the flexible foot rests,and recommends
theVivianefor “strongpaddlerswholike
to gofastandfar.Thestoragespaceisquite
a boon for long trips.” KB thought the
Viviane would “appealto largekayakers
with thepoweranddesireto approachthe
hull speedandthestrengthandskill to
handleitinrough conditions.Largeexperts
mayalsowanttotakeadvantageofthelarge
cargocapacity.” ‘TIE ‘liked theperformance
oftheViviane.Itmaynotbeagreatplayboat,
but thehull will gowhereyou point it. It’s
well-suitedfor apaddlerinterestedin mak-
ing gooddistanceandfastpassages.Its
stability profile would require a paddler
with solid paddlingandbracingskills. A
goodchoicefor aseriouscruiser.” fr4
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DesignResponse

Thank you very much to all the
participants in this review. We at
Kajak-Sport truly appreciatetheir
time, energy and insight. We are
delighted that their experienceaf-
firmed all the design and perfor-
mancecharacteristicsthathavebeen

hand-craftedinto theViviane.
At Kajak-Sport, we consistently

striveto designandproducethebest
kayaksand accessoriespossible.We
believewehaveaccomplishedthatin
theViviane, aswell asin the restof
ourmodels.

Basedon thereviewers’consensus,
it appearsthatwe havehit thetarget

with theVivianein termsof balancing
design,quality, fit andperformance
for this classof kayaks.

TE offeredthebestsummaryabout
theViviane: “well suitedforapaddler
interestedin making good distance
andfastpassages:agood choicefor a
seriouscruiser.”

Phil Wong
Global Outfitters,Distributor

OptionsandPricing
Designed:1994.
Standard Lay-up: Hand-laidfiberglassanddiolene.Reinforcedbowandstem.Seamsglassedinsideandout.
Standard Features:Kajak-Sport hatches(17” x 10” oval fronthatch,16.5”x 12” ovalrearhatch,4” roundskeg-inspectionhatch);two
fiberglassbulkheads;perimeterdecklines;keyholecockpit;ergonomicseatwith adjustablebackrest;retractableskegwith no-kink
skegcontrol;pivotingwoodenfootbracesmountedon Keepers;preparedfor easyinstallationof optionalrudderkit.
Options: Take-apartkayak(two or threesections);rudderkit; smallor largecockpit; extrareinforcementsfor deckand/orhull;
additionalbulkheads;recessedcompassand/orpump;metallicdeckcolors.
Approximate Weight: 53 pounds.
Price: US$2,795.
Availability: In theUnitedStatesandCanadafromGlobalOutfitters,Inc.,50 Moffat Road, Newton,MA 02468. Call or e-mail for
the nearestdealer. Phone(617) 834-5623.E-mail: GOKajak@aol.com
Manufacturer’s Address: Kajak-Sport Oy, Miintykankaanie2, HN-27100Eurojaki,Finland.


